September 2017

Dear Fellow-Redeemed of Zion,
“See you, in September. See you when the Summer’s through. Here we are,
saying goodbye at the station, Summer vacation is taking you away…..”
Many will remember the song, no doubt, recorded in 1966 by “The Happenings.”
Well, here we are. Summer is nearly finished. And summer vacations are
hopefully happy memories.
The point of comparison is that in our Christian freedom, we may vacation, take a
Sunday off on occasion, visit other congregations, or tend to family business and
events. But that freedom does not imply that we may abandon Word and
Sacrament, and forsake the faith and fellowship life of our congregation.
So, if you had some great vacation days, hallelujah! Let’s now return to gathering
together, as Scripture plainly advises, so that we may grow in faith and love for
God and for one another.
So, we look forward with glad anticipation to seeing you in September, and all
through the year, especially on the days when The Lord’s Supper is provided.
Truth be told, we really need God’s Means of Grace even more than we need the
vacations!
Please don’t take a vacation from our Lord. “See you in September!”
Blessings!
Pastor Pritchard

2 Chronicles
30:13-22

Killing Christ Again
Wednesday of Pentecost 11
23 August 2017

And many people came
together in Jerusalem to
keep the Feast of
Unleavened Bread in the
second month, a very great
assembly. They set to work
and removed the altars that
were in Jerusalem, and all
the altars for burning
incense they took away and
threw into the Kidron valley.
And they slaughtered the
Passover lamb on the
fourteenth day of the second
month. And the priests and
the Levites were ashamed,
so that they consecrated
themselves and brought

Moses' regime has its place. The world requires the
discipline handed down in the Ten Commandments at
Mount Sinai. The kingdoms of the world work with law,
commands, punishment, and wrath. This is the
ministry of Moses. Until the world ends, this coercion
of wicked humans is required. However, even before
the regime of Moses was established the Lord Himself
had told of an order to come, in which the law would
play no part. The Messiah was long promised on the
lips of Moses and all the prophets. As Luther says, they
opened the doors and windows through which Christ
came among His people of old.
One such window was the promise to Moses: "The
LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among you, from your brothers -- it is to him you
shall listen" (Dt 18:15). Here the Lord promised a
Savior born of the people of Israel. The Mosaic law
already had been superseded by the promise of the
Savior, born of Eve. This was the spiritual kingdom
that Christ would build by His suffering, death, and
resurrection. The Church, although standing alongside
the house of Moses in the kingdom of this world, has
an independent existence and is ruled by a man after
God's own heart, His own beloved Son. Moses died in
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burnt offerings into the
house of the LORD. They
took their accustomed posts
according to the Law of
Moses the man of God. The
priests threw the blood that
they received from the hand
of the Levites. For there
were many in the assembly
who had not consecrated
themselves. Therefore the
Levites had to slaughter the
Passover lamb for everyone
who was not clean, to
consecrate it to the LORD.
For a majority of the people,
many of them from
Ephraim, Manasseh,
Issachar, and Zebulun, had
not cleansed themselves, yet
they ate the Passover
otherwise than as
prescribed. For Hezekiah
had prayed for them, saying,
"May the good LORD
pardon everyone who sets
his heart to seek God, the
LORD, the God of his
fathers, even though not
according to the sanctuary's
rules of cleanness." And the
LORD heard Hezekiah and
healed the people. And the

the wilderness within agonizing sight of the Promised
Land. Only God's Son, the true Savior, could lead the
people into the land promised by God to the people
forever.
Where these two kingdoms conflict, Christ must
triumph. Each must take care of its own business. The
church preaches forgiveness of sins, the merits of
Christ, and freedom from the fear of death. The
kingdom of the world has nothing to fear from this
preaching. The kingdom of the world must proclaim
external righteousness, obedience, compliance with the
divine order, and must back up these requirements
with law, commands, punishment, and wrath. When
the church preaches the latter she becomes the world.
When the world preaches the former it risks
blasphemy.
A large religious emporium here in Houston (I hesitate
to use the term "church") advertised a preaching series
on how to be a better and more successful business
person. This emporium has returned to the kingdom of
Moses from the fold of Christ. Moses has his place, just
not in leading the Church. Moses needs to be in our
homes, families, schools, businesses, and civil
institutions. However, there is a new regime in the
Church. It is Christ's. All the other human structures
will see to Moses. The Church must see to Christ. The
Church must not let Caiaphas and the law kill Christ
again.
While I was living in New Orleans there was an election
for judge between two Christian lawyers, neither of
whom were incumbents. One of them, a Pentecostal
Christian, claimed that if elected he would make
judgments in his courtroom using "Christian
principles." The other judge said that he would
administer justice in his courtroom according to the
law of the land. The attorneys in my congregation
wanted to know how I would vote on this judgeship
and were surprised when I said I would vote for the
second judge. Christian theology gives space to the
workings of law and society, a realm over which God
also rules, but which He rules by law. Civil society is
the realm of the law. The gospel has its place too.
Forgiveness rules in the realm of conscience and the
church, which is the kingdom of heaven. Those two
kingdoms must be kept separate, so that God can do

people of Israel who were
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present at Jerusalem kept
the Feast of Unleavened
Bread seven days with great
gladness, and the Levites

the work proper to each with the weapons that suit
each kingdom.
Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray
Memorial Lutheran Church

and the priests praised the
LORD day by day, singing
with all their might to the
LORD. And Hezekiah spoke
encouragingly to all the
Levites who showed good
skill in the service of the
LORD. So they ate the food
of the festival for seven
days, sacrificing peace
offerings and giving thanks
to the LORD, the God of
their fathers. (ESV)

Martin Luther
"In society obedience to the law must be strictly required.
There let nothing be known about the gospel, conscience,
grace, the forgiveness of sins, heavenly righteousness, or
Christ Himself; but let there be knowledge only of Moses, of
the law and its works. When these two topics, the law and
the gospel, are separated this way, both will remain within
their limits. The law will remain outside heaven, that is,
outside the heart and the conscience. On the other hand,
the freedom of the gospel will remain outside the earth,
that is, outside the body and its members. And just as soon
as the law and sin come into heaven, that is, into the
conscience, they should be promptly ejected. For then the
conscience should know nothing about the law and sin but
should know only about Christ. On the other hand, when
grace and freedom come into the earth, that is, into the
body, you must say: 'You have no business here among the
dirt and filth of this physical life. You belong in heaven!'"

Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians,
2.14
Prayer
Lord, help me to honor the workings of Your law in the civil realm by being obedient to
the structures of society, parents, community, and government given by You for my
good. Amen.

These articles are from Memorial Lutheran Church in Houston Texas the following
excerpt is from their website about the flooding situation in Houston and their
church.
“The rain is starting to slow in the Houston area. While the church property appears to be doing
well, many congregation members, faculty, and staff have been terribly impacted by the hurricane.
When you have a moment, please remember those who are suffering from this storm in your
prayers.”
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Mary Martha
The Springfield Fall Rally will be held Thursday, September 21, at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Auburn. Anyone interested in attending the Fall Rally please let Dawn or Sharon know by
September 10.
The September meeting will be held on Monday, September 25 at 12:30 PM. Due to Hurricane
Harvey in Texas the School Supplies we had collected to send to Lutheran World Relief were
sent to Texas. Therefore, there will be no School Kit assembling on September 13.

Church Council
September is the month when the Church Council starts collecting names for nominations for
officers. If you or someone you know would like to be nominated for the following offices
please write the name down on a piece of paper and put it in the suggestion box in the AllSaints addition. All officers need to voting members of the congregation. The October voter’s
meeting will be held Sunday, October 22, after church a lite lunch will be provided.
The following Offices will be elected in October:
Chairman (Is available for reelection)

2 Trustees

Vice Chairman (Is available for reelection)

Board of Education

Financial Secretary
2 Elders

Lutheran High School
The Lutheran High Building Dedication Service will be held Sunday, September 17, at 2:00
p.m. A special offering will be taken to help with the cost of the Memorial Wall/Stage
Floor/Landscaping. We are also asking for volunteers (alumni or others) who would like to be a
part of the choir or band for the dedication service. If you are willing to sing or play, please
contact Lutheran High by phone at (217) 546-6363 or by email at admin@spiluhi.org.
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Baptism Birthdays
Jeff DeGeal

9/1

Jim Krone

9/1

Rita Kofoed

9/1

Alexia Manker

9/3

Monica Boesdorfer

9/2

Madison Maro

9/9

Colton Stremsterfer

9/2

John Morgan

9/9

Dawson Dean Manuel

9/4

Debbie Sparling

9/9

Ken Dobbe

9/5

Debbie DeGeal

9/13

Carolyn Greer

9/5

Lisa Carter

9/14

Joyce TeRonde

9/5

Adam Matzat

9/15

Margaret Oschwald

9/8

Carol Frantz

9/16

Roy Boesdorfer

9/9

Michele Stremsterfer

9/16

Kevin Hecht

9/9

Stephanie Goebel

9/17

Bob Bernoteit

9/15

Jeff Jurgens

9/17

Courtney Wieland

9/15

Kendra Theilen

9/17

Clifton Mahler

9/18

Lorrie Dearing

9/20

Amanda Wieland

9/19

Debbie Sparling

9/23

Bonnie Jurgens

9/20

Shirley Patrick

9/29

Norman Stremsterfer

9/26

Trenton Anderson

9/30

Ken Matzat

9/27

Joe Curry

9/28

Debbie Edie

9/30

Anniversaries
Carl & Sondra Hermes

9/14

Alan & Kris Cowhick

9/27
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Elder: Gary Klekamp

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
Trustees
7:00PM

12

13

14

15

16

18

19
Bd of Ed
6:30 PM

20

21
Elders
7:00 PM

22

23

29

30

Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 AM
Divine Service 10:15 AM
Camp CILCA Chicken Fry

Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 AM
Divine Service w/Communion 10:15 AM

17
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 AM
Divine Service 10:15 AM

24
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 AM
Divine Service w/Communion 10:15 AM

25
Mary Martha
12:30 PM

Pastor
Vacation

Springfield Fall
ESC Conference
Rally
26
27
28
Church
PPHS
Council
Blood
7:00 PM
Drive 1-6

Baptism

Zion Lutheran Church
525 North Cartwright
P.O. Box 167
Pleasant Plains, IL 62677
Zion’s Newsletter
September 2017
Zion Lutheran Church
Rev. Don Pritchard
525 North Cartwright
P.O. Box 167
Pleasant Plains, IL 62677
(217) 626-1282
Sunday School/Bible Class 9:00 A.M.
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